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About the National Summer Learning Association 

NSLA seeks to: 
• Recognize and disseminate what works in summer learning. 
• Offer expertise and support for programs and communities to strengthen 

and expand summer learning opportunities. 
• Convene leaders and advocates for summer learning as a solution for 

equity and excellence in education.  



Why summer matters 

“Virtually all of the advantage that 

wealthy students have over poor 

students is the result of differences in 

the way privileged kids learn when they 

are not in school…America doesn’t have 

a school problem. It has a summer 

vacation problem…” 

 

Malcolm Gladwell, Outliers 



Why summer matters 

• During the school year, resources are 

turned ON for all students because of 

equal access to public education. 

• Books 

• Teachers/mentors 

• Meals 

• Enrichment and academic 

support activities 

• Health services 



Why summer matters 

• During the summer, the faucet is 

turned OFF for low-income youth. 

 

• A limited flow of resources in the 

summer has major implications for 

summer program quality. 



Summer by the numbers 



Demand vs. Access 

Source: Afterschool Alliance. America After 3p.m. (2014) 
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The opportunity gap 

 $832   $1,264   $1,173   $1,315  

 $3,536  

 $5,650  

 $6,975  

 $8,872  

 $-

 $2,500

 $5,000

 $7,500

 $10,000

1972 - 1973 1983-1984 1994-1995 2005-2006

Enrichment Expenditures on Children  
(in 2008 dollars) 

Bottom Quartile Income Top Quartile Income

Source: Duncan, G. and Murnane, R. eds. Whither Opportunity? (2011) 



Implications of Trump budget 

• Eliminates the 21st Century Community Learning Center 
(21CCLC) program. 

• Zero funds the ESSA Title IV Part A Student Support and 
Academic Enrichment (SSAE) grant program.  

• Drastically reduces funding for Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS) (includes AmeriCorps) 

• Eliminates funding for Full Service Community Schools 

• Level-funds Title I funding, asking schools to stretch those 
dollars further 



Status of state ESSA plans 

Source: http://essa.the74million.org/ 



Program highlights – state and local examples 

• Oregon Summer 
Learning, Library, 
Lunch (SL3) 

• Oakland (CA) 
Springboard 
Summer 



Story starters 

 America’s $60 Billion Education Conundrum  

 Evidence and Excellence at Play in Award-Winning Summer Programs. 

 A Monumental Shift in Public Housing:  
 How Public Housing Authorities are Working to Create Seamlesss Housing and Education 

Supports for Children 

 Supply and Demand of Summer Programs  

 Schools Out?  Now What? Tips for Parents and Students in Having a 
Productive Summer  

 National Summer Learning Day – July 13.  
 See Summer Come Alive in a Local Program  



National Summer Learning Day 

Follow the story with #KeepKidsLearning. 



Thank you! 

Rachel Gwaltney 

Director of Policy and Partnerships 

National Summer Learning Association 

rgwaltney@summerlearning.org 

410-856-1370 x 107 

 

Follow us at 
Twitter.com/ 

SummerLearning 

Like us on 
Facebook.com/ 

SmarterSummers 
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