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Goals

● Data: What data is available to evaluate your 
local schools and school districts’ performance 
on measures of equal opportunity for students?

● Story Ideas: How can reporters assess 
differences across their state or district to 
identify promising accountability angles for their 
stories?

● Other Resources: What additional information 
and resources are available for reporters 
looking to go beyond the data in reporting on 
civil rights issues in education?



Data

At ProPublica, we recently created two apps that can 
help you investigate a local school or school district: 

● Miseducation, which looks at measures of 
racial inequity across schools.

● The Civil Rights Investigations news app, a 
database of pending and closed civil rights 
investigations over the past three years. 

Today, we’ll go over a couple things:

● What are the key concepts to understand?
● How to navigate the online databases
● What are the data sources we used?
● What are the opportunities and limitations of 

working with our data?



Miseducation

Link: https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/ 

What is the goal of Miseducation?

Miseducation is intended to help students, parents, families, 
teachers, administrators, advocates and journalists examine racial 
disparities in educational opportunities and school discipline.

What data is used in Miseducation?

We include data from more than 96,000 individual public and 
charter schools and 17,000 districts. The majority of our data 
come from federal sources (the Civil Rights Data Collection, or 
CRDC, and the Common Core of Data, or CCD) for the 2015-2016 
school year. 

https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/


Key Concepts

A dissimilarity index is one of the most commonly 
used measures of segregation. In our online database, 
we calculate how evenly distributed two racial or 
ethnic groups of students are across schools in a 
district.

The “achievement gap” refers to a persistent gap in 
academic performance between certain racial and 
ethnic groups of students. 

A risk ratio is a measurement that compares the risk of 
an event between two groups. In our news application, 
we have calculated risk ratios to illustrate racial gaps in 
how often students are suspended, or participate in 
high level academic programs. 

https://www.dartmouth.edu/~segregation/IndicesofSegregation.pdf
http://cepa.stanford.edu/educational-opportunity-monitoring-project/achievement-gaps/race/


How to Navigate: Homepage

Links: We include three links at the top of the page: 
our methodology, our main bar story and other local 
stories. 

Search: We provide several examples of schools and 
districts, but you can type in any school or district in 
the search bar. Note: Sometimes school districts have 
names in the data that differ from what they are 
typically known as. 

Map: We show a map of risk ratios of advanced 
placement courses and out-of school suspension 
rates, as well as dissimilarity index (to show 
segregation) and the achievement gap data from 
Stanford.

State table: We provide statewide figures in a number 
of measures.

https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/
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How to Navigate: School Pages

Basic info: Using data from CCD and CRDC, we 
provide a school’s address, website and school type. 
Note: We merged the two datasets, so school type 
may not be available for all schools.

School demographics: We show enrollment, broken 
down by race, and the number of teachers for each 
school (CRDC).

School comparisons: We show comparisons with local 
schools, schools with higher or lower poverty rates, 
and those with more or fewer non-white students. 

Racial inequity scores: For schools, we provide two 
quick measures: an opportunity risk ratio (advanced 
placement or gifted and talented data, when available) 
and a discipline risk ratio (out-of-school suspension 
data). We do not show a measure if it’s not statistically 
significant. 



How to Navigate: School Pages

AP/Gifted Composition: We provide the racial breakdown of AP 
and gifted programs in schools (CRDC).

FRPL: We show the percent of students who received free or 
reduced-price lunch (CCD). 

Graduation rates: We show four-year adjusted cohort graduation 
rates. This is frequently a range (EdFacts).

% Students Advanced classes: We show the percent of students 
taking at least one AP class, taking the SAT/ACT, enrolled in 
physics, advanced math, geometry, biology, chemistry and 
calculus. For schools labeled as high school, we use the high 
school enrollment as denominator. We also show number of AP 
courses (CRDC). 

Teachers: We show student-teacher ratio, percent of 
inexperienced teachers, chronically absent teachers, number of 
social support staff (CRDC).

Special programs: We show whether students have access to 
dual enrollment, credit recovery, GT and IB (CRDC).



How to Navigate: School Pages

Out-of-School Suspensions: We provide the racial breakdown of 
out-of-school suspensions in schools. We also provide the total 
number of out-of-school and in-school suspensions, as well as the 
percent of students that have received them (CRDC).

Expulsions: We show the total number of expulsions per school 
and the percent of students that received an expulsion (CRDC).

Total Days Missed to OSS: We show how many days students 
missed due to OSS and the average number of days per 
suspension (CRDC).

Referrals to law enforcement: We show the total number of 
arrests and referrals to law enforcement (CRDC).

Transfers to alternative schools: We show the total number of 
transfers to alternative schools for disciplinary reasons (CRDC).

Security staff: We show the total number of security guards and 
law enforcement officers. Note: This number is a minimum 
(CRDC).



How to Navigate: District Pages

List of Schools: We provide a list, and a map, of all schools 
in the district. 

Segregation Index: For districts, we show a dissimilarity 
index, which shows how evenly distributed racial groups 
are across schools in a district. 

Achievement Gap: For districts, we show achievement gap 
data from the Stanford Education Data Archive at the 
Center for Education Policy Analysis. We provide data on 
the white-black divide as well as the white-hispanic divide. 

School table: We provide a table all all schools in a district 
to help with comparisons.



How to Navigate: State Pages

Interactive map: We include an interactive map so you can 
explore districts that are in close proximity to each other.   

State table: We have a list of all schools in a state, which 
can help with making comparisons. 

Aggregate figures: We show statewide aggregate figures 
for a number of measures. 



Data Sources

We used a number of data sources for Miseducation: 

● Civil Rights Data Collection
● Common Core
● Edge
● EdFacts
● SEDA’s Achievement Gap Data



Civil Rights Data Collection

Most of the data comes from the Civil Rights Data 
Collection (CRDC), which is administered by the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights with 
the aim of civil rights monitoring/enforcement. 

● The department collects data every two years from all 
schools and districts across the country on a range of 
topics from Advanced Placement enrollment to 
suspension rates. 

● The most recent data release, and the one displayed in 
our interactive, covers the 2015-16 school year. 

● All public schools and districts are required to report data 
to the department. 

● Many of the fields are broken down by race and ethnicity, 
providing a snapshot of inequities across the nation’s 
schools. 

● The CRDC data was used as the master list for all schools 
and districts to be included in the interactive.

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/data.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/data.html


OTHER “NEW” DATA ELEMENTS:

Source: https://ocrdata.ed.gov/Downloads/2015-16-Public-Use-Data-File-Manual.pdf



Common Core of Data

CCD is the department’s main database on public 
elementary and secondary schools in the US. It is a 
“comprehensive, annual, national database of all public 
elementary and secondary schools and school districts.” 
This includes: 

● Directory and status data (whether it’s open or not).
● Student enrollment broken down by grade, race or 

ethnicity and sex.
● Full-time employment of teachers.
● The number of students eligible for free and 

reduced-price lunch.

For each school, district and state, we show the percent of 
students who receive FRPL, which is frequently used by 
researchers as a proxy for student poverty.

Source: https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/pubschuniv.asp

Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey Data



EDGE Data

The Education Demographic and Geographic Estimates 
(EDGE) program creates resources that examine “the social 
and spatial context of education” across the United States. 
Essentially, it merges data from the Census Bureau’s 
American Community Survey to “create custom indicators 
of social, economic, and housing conditions for school-age 
children and their parents.” We used school district 
boundaries from EDGE data in our interactive database. 

Source: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/edge/ 



EDFacts Data

EDFacts is yet another department initiative to collect 
“high-quality, pre-kindergarten through grade 12 data.” We 
used adjusted cohort graduation rate data, which is the rate 
of students who graduate from high school within four years 
with a diploma, but there are a number of other data 
elements including:

● Assessment data
● Homeless enrollment
● Improvement status
● Some LEP data
● Some IDEA data

Note: To protect the privacy of students, the department 
has released graduation rate ranges for some small schools 
and districts, instead of exact numbers.

Source: https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/edfacts/data-files/index.html



SEDA’s Achievement Gap Data

For the homepage and district pages, we included data 
from the Stanford Education Data Archive (SEDA), which 
was compiled and analyzed by researchers from the 
Stanford Center for Education Policy Analysis, including 
Sean F. Reardon, Demetra Kalogrides, Andrew Ho, Ben 
Shear, Kenneth Shores and Erin Fahle. The SEDA dataset, 
which is comprised of pooled test score data from the 
2008-09 to 2014-15 school years, reveals the average 
difference in grade-level equivalence of students from 
different racial groups.

We also display an achievement gap measure from SEDA, 
which shows the average difference in grade-level 
equivalence between black and white students or Hispanic 
and white students. This measure is only available for 
districts where both student subgroups have at least 20 
students. We display an Empirical Bayes estimate for the 
measure.

Source:  https://cepa.stanford.edu/seda/overview

https://cepa.stanford.edu/seda/overview
https://cepa.stanford.edu/seda/data-archive
https://stacks.stanford.edu/file/druid:db586ns4974/SEDA_documentation_v21.pdf


What can you do with Miseducation?

You can tell great stories!



What are the limitations of Miseducation?

● There may be errors in the CRDC, as with any 
self-reported data. Though districts are required to 
ensure accuracy of their data, some may still report 
incorrect figures. The Office for Civil Rights attempts to 
identify and probe data anomalies and occasionally 
releases updates. We intend to update the data in our 
interactive shortly after updates or changes.

● Hawaii’s Department of Education incorrectly reported 
data on its gifted and talented participation, so we 
removed these measures for the state. For schools that 
did not answer a survey question, or if there was an error 
in the data collection process, we marked the data as 
“Not Available.”

● Other than reporting errors, the survey had technical 
issues. The survey question related to sworn law 
enforcement officers was incorrectly displayed in the 
most recent data collection, causing more than 69,000 
schools to skip this required question. We have shown 
the data from the schools that did report law enforcement 
officers as required and have indicated that this is a 
minimum, not exact, number of staff.

Source: https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/methodology

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/Downloads/Data-Notes-2015-16-CRDC.pdf


What are the limitations of Miseducation?

● CRDC has replaced with a special code or rounded some 
data values to prevent identification of students. 
Sometimes, this type of privacy protection occurs in fields 
with small numbers. For example, the gifted and talented 
program data redacts two or fewer students in a 
category. In these cases, we rounded to one. 

● Additionally, for some variables, the CRDC rounds 
students in groups of three for privacy reasons. For 
example, student counts from four to six are rounded to 
five, and from seven to nine are rounded to eight. In 
these cases, groups of students may represent a slight 
undercount or overcount.

● For our analysis, we merged several different data 
sources. Our two main sources were datasets from the 
federal civil rights office and Common Core. While most 
schools have a universal identifier that is used in both 
sources, a number of schools do not have matching 
identifiers. We made an effort to link the two different 
identifiers, using a crosswalk that we pulled from 
individual school pages on the federal site, but there are 
some schools which we weren’t able to match and they 
may have fewer data points than the rest. 

Source: https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/methodology

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/districtschoolsearch


What are the limitations of Miseducation?

● The federal data designates the majority of schools as 
either a primary, elementary or high school. This enabled 
us to create district measures that specifically reflect high 
school enrollment (for example, the number of high 
school students taking an AP course). However, there are 
a handful of schools for which the data did not note the 
school level. For these schools, the denominator for a 
number of our measures are total district enrollment, 
instead of high school enrollment across the district.

● School addresses were sometimes missing in the 2015-16 
school year data. For those schools, we used address 
data from the 2016-17 and 2017-18 school years. For the 
free and reduced-price lunch measure, Massachusetts 
did not report data for the 2015-16 school year, so we 
used figures from the 2014-15 school year.
 

● Are you looking at our database and have some 
information you want to share about local disparities? Or 
are you finding data inaccuracies? Either way, we want to 
hear your thoughts. Please send an email to 
education@propublica.org.

Source: https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/methodology



Our Civil Rights Investigation App

Link: https://projects.propublica.org/graphics/civil-rights-violations

What is the goal of the database?

Every year, the U.S. Department of Education investigates 
thousands of school districts and colleges around the country for 
civil rights violations ranging from racial discrimination in school 
discipline to sexual violence. For the first time ever, ProPublica 
has made available the status of all of the civil rights cases that 
have been resolved during the past three years, as well as 
pending investigations. You can use this data to tell stories on 
civil rights probes at colleges and in school districts.

What data is used?

The resolved civil rights case data came from the U.S. Department 
of Education, through several Freedom of Information Act 
requests. The open allegations are available on the department’s 
website: 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/investigations/op
en-investigations/index.html



How to Navigate

Search: You can look up any school or district that had or 
currently has an open civil rights investigation. 

Calendar: Our calendar shows the date that each civil rights 
complaint was formally opened. Cases in grey indicate 
those that have been closed with no violations found or 
corrective changes required. Cases in red indicate those 
that had violations or were resolved with corrective 
changes. 

Table of Cases: Our table of cases shows each resolved 
case, the number of days the case was open, the outcome, 
and the issues the case was investigating. For pending 
cases, an individual case may appear on multiple rows if 
there are multiple allegations associated with it. 



Data Sources

The resolved data includes all cases the OCR reported as resolved 
between Jan. 20, 2015, and May 2, 2018. We also added about 220 
cases, most of which were resolved in a two-week period in 
December 2017, that were omitted from the most recent data 
provided by the department. Dates for when these cases were 
opened are not yet available.

The open case data includes open cases as of April 27, 2018. 
Unlike the resolved data, each entry in the open case data 
represents an individual allegation that may be associated with a 
broader probe. Similarly, there may be multiple open cases, even if 
only one allegation appears on a school’s page. We will be 
updating the open investigation data as it becomes available. 

If an investigation found insufficient evidence of noncompliance, or 
all claims in a case were dismissed or administratively closed, we 
considered the case to be resolved with no findings of violations or 
corrective change. If OCR settled with an entity through a 
resolution agreement, enforcement, a complaint mediation process, 
or other OCR involvement, we considered the case to be resolved 
with findings of violations or corrective change. If one allegation in 
a case resulted in a finding of noncompliance or corrective change, 
we marked the entire case as having findings of noncompliance or 
corrective change. We have also standardized comparable 
resolution and allegation issue descriptions.



What can you do with our Civil Rights App?

You can tell great stories!

“Whether schoolchildren in DeSoto County, Mississippi, are 
paddled varies by their race. Black students are almost two and a 
half times more likely than whites to endure the corporal 
punishment permitted under school district policy for skipping 
class, insubordination, repeated tardiness, flagrant dress code 
violations, or other misbehavior: up to three “licks per incident on 
the buttocks with an appropriate instrument approved by the 
principal….

...Citing such disparities, a group of families in the county filed a 
federal complaint in 2015 with the help of the Advancement 
Project, a national advocacy group. For three years, the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights investigated 
DeSoto, visiting schools and meeting with parents and 
administrators, according to the complainants. Then, this past 
April, the department closed the probe without finding any 
violation, due to ‘insufficient evidence.’”

Source: 
https://www.propublica.org/article/devos-has-scuttled-more-than-1
-200-civil-rights-probes-inherited-from-obama

https://desoto.msbapolicy.org/DistrictPolicies/ViewsAdmin/SelectedDocumentReadOnly/tabid/8412/Default.aspx?docId=134965
http://www.desotocountyschools.org/?PN=News2&SubP=DNewsStory&gn=&DivisionID=&DepartmentID=&SubDepartmentID=&NewsID=86425&ShowNav=&StoryGroup=Current
https://b.3cdn.net/advancement/8687680e4efadcbee0_ejm6b1l3t.pdf
https://b.3cdn.net/advancement/8687680e4efadcbee0_ejm6b1l3t.pdf


What are the limitations of the Civil Rights App?

● Limited time period of data. 
● Broad information on each investigation. 
● A complaint does not necessarily indicate 

wrongdoing. 
● The administration shift. 

What can you do to get more information?

● Public information requests. 
● Talk to people. 



STORY IDEAS:

There are dozens of stories you can report out in any 
school or district. Here are a few ideas to help you 
launch an investigation into local education inequities:

● AP/Gifted inequities

● Racial discipline disparities

● Segregation within school districts

● Civil rights investigations

● Bad data



STORY IDEA I

White students nationally are more likely than other 
groups to participate in gifted programs and 
Advanced Placement classes, which contributes to 
the achievement gap. Does this reflect in your local 
schools?

Some schools and districts provide excellent enrichment 
opportunities for their students. However, not all groups 
participate at the same rate in these programs. In Charlottesville, 
for example, white students are nearly six times as likely as their 
black peers to be enrolled in at least one Advanced Placement 
course. This trend is not unique to Charlottesville. Across the 
country, white students are on average about twice as likely as 
their black peers to participate in gifted programs and advanced 
courses. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/charlottesville-other-jim-crow-legacy-separate-and-unequal-education
https://www.propublica.org/article/charlottesville-other-jim-crow-legacy-separate-and-unequal-education


How to report on this:

● Take a look at the opportunity scores in our online 
database. On most school and district pages, we provide 
a risk ratio that shows the likelihood that students of 
certain racial or ethnic groups will participate in Advanced 
Placement courses or gifted and talented programs. How 
does your school compare with other schools? How does 
your district compare with other districts in your state? 

● Explore the achievement gaps between white and 
Hispanic, and white and black students in your school 
district. For more than 2,000 districts, we show how 
many grade levels that on average black and Hispanic 
students are behind their white peers. The data comes 
from the Stanford Education Data Archive (SEDA). 
Interview school and district officials about why the gap 
exists. Look up your district’s performance on state 
exams over time, and if possible, obtain data 
disaggregated by race and income level. 

https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/
https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/
https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/methodology


● Investigate how students are chosen for gifted and 
talented programs in your district. Districts vary in the 
criteria they use to identify students as gifted, from early 
childhood testing to teacher and parent 
recommendations. Do parents of all racial and ethnic 
backgrounds feel that their children have equal access to 
the gifted programs? Is the identification process giving 
students of all backgrounds a fair shot at the gifted 
program?

● Look up the academic requirements for higher level 
courses in the district, including Advanced Placement 
courses. Some schools require students to obtain a 
teacher’s approval before taking honors or AP courses, 
which may limit students of color from access to 
higher-level classes that they may need for admission to 
a selective college. Interview students about their 
experiences trying to enroll in advanced classes.

https://www.propublica.org/article/charlottesville-other-jim-crow-legacy-separate-and-unequal-education


STORY IDEA II

Black students nationally bear the brunt of punitive 
discipline in schools, which may spur some of them 
to drop out, pushing them into what sociologists call 
the “school-to-prison-pipeline.” Does this affect your 
local schools?

Across the country, black students are about four times as likely 
as white students to be suspended out of school, according to 
ProPublica’s analysis of federal data from 2015-2016. In Bryan, 
Texas, for example, black students are nearly four times as likely 
to be suspended as their white peers. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/shutdown-of-bryan-texas-schools-probe-shows-trump-administration-pullback-on-civil-rights
https://www.propublica.org/article/shutdown-of-bryan-texas-schools-probe-shows-trump-administration-pullback-on-civil-rights
https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/district/4811790


How to report on this:

● Take a look at the discipline scores in our online 
database. On most school and district pages, we provide 
a risk ratio that shows the likelihood of certain racial or 
ethnic groups of students to be suspended out of school. 
How does your school compare with other schools? How 
does your district compare with other districts nearby or 
across your state? 

● Explore racial disparities in the use of other disciplinary 
methods across schools in your district. In our 
Miseducation database, you can look up a number of 
other discipline measures, including the total number of 
students who received in-school and out-of-school 
suspensions, the total number of expelled students and 
the total number of students referred to law enforcement. 
How do the schools that predominantly serve students of 
color compare with schools that serve few? 

● Look into the relationship between your school district 
and local law enforcement. Many school districts work 
with local police departments to staff schools with trained 
police officers. How much is your school district spending 
on law enforcement? Does your district have more 
security workers than behavioral support staff? 

https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/
https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/
https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/


● Research school discipline policies at your school and district. 
Districts differ in what kind of punishment they allow schools to 
administer. For example, in DeSoto County, Mississippi, corporal 
punishment is permitted, whereas just across the state border, in 
Memphis, Tenn., corporal punishment hasn’t been used in more 
than a decade. What are your district’s policies on suspension, 
expulsion and corporal punishment? How did your district develop 
its disciplinary policy? Are there rules that may affect one racial or 
ethnic group of students more than another?

● Interview students about their experience with school discipline. 
Find students who are currently enrolled in school, and those who 
have dropped out. Interview children at the local juvenile justice 
facility or young adults at the local jail about how education 
inequalities may have played a role in their incarceration. Have they 
or their peers received harsh discipline for minor offenses? How 
does discipline affect a student’s ability or desire to get a good 
education and stay in school?

https://www.propublica.org/article/devos-has-scuttled-more-than-1-200-civil-rights-probes-inherited-from-obama
https://chalkbeat.org/posts/tn/2018/02/21/looking-for-the-why-behind-student-suspensions-memphis-schools-turn-to-behavior-specialists-again/
https://chalkbeat.org/posts/tn/2018/02/21/looking-for-the-why-behind-student-suspensions-memphis-schools-turn-to-behavior-specialists-again/


STORY IDEA III

Dozens of school districts across the country are 
under school desegregation orders with federal 
agencies or courts, dating back as far as the 1960s. 
Investigate how segregated your district is today. 

Just because a district has been under a desegregation order for 
years or decades may not mean that it has achieved meaningful 
integration. For example, Jefferson County School District in 
Alabama has been under a court-mandated desegregation order 
since 1965. According to our dissimilarity index, the district 
remains highly segregated. And in the past few years, a mostly 
white town within Jefferson County attempted to secede from the 
district in an effort to resegregate the county’s schools. 

https://projects.propublica.org/graphics/desegregation-orders
https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/district/0101920
https://projects.propublica.org/graphics/desegregation-orders
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/06/magazine/the-resegregation-of-jefferson-county.html


How to report on this:

● Find out if your district is under a desegregation order or 
plan. Take a look at ProPublica’s desegregation order 
database to see if your school district is operating under an 
open order. In Miseducation, we have flagged schools that 
reported to the federal government that they are under a 
desegregation order. 

● Look up your district’s opportunity and discipline scores 
in Miseducation. In districts that are currently under a 
desegregation order, are students of color more likely to be 
disciplined? Are white students more likely to participate in 
gifted programs and enroll in advanced courses? If so, do 
these disparities violate the order, or indicate a gap in the 
plan? 

https://projects.propublica.org/graphics/desegregation-orders
https://projects.propublica.org/graphics/desegregation-orders
https://projects.propublica.org/miseducation/


● Using open record laws, request documents related to 
the desegregation order. Ask the district for any 
documentation that illustrates the district’s integration 
process. Interview the administrator who is responsible for 
increasing equity within the district. Request several years 
of data from the district on enrollment, testing and 
graduation rates, disaggregated by race and ethnicity. 

● Explore your school district’s history of segregation. Even 
though the nation’s schools were required to desegregate 
after 1954’s landmark Supreme Court ruling, Brown v. 
Board of Education, many districts resisted integration for 
years. Research how your district responded to the ruling 
and what its policies were. Interview families about the 
integration process and whether they view it as successful. 

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/06/magazine/the-resegregation-of-jefferson-county.html



STORY IDEA IV

Hundreds of school districts across the country are 
under investigation by the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office for Civil Rights. Do your own 
investigation into these districts.

The Trump administration is less likely than its predecessor to 
regard racial disparities in school districts as an indicator of civil 
rights violations. For example, for years, the federal government 
investigated why black students in Bryan, Texas, were almost four 
times as likely as white students to be suspended. Over the 
course of the inquiry, federal investigators dug up at least 10 
instances where black students received harsher punishment 
than their white peers for the same behavior. But after Betsy 
DeVos took over the Education Department, the investigation was 
closed with no findings of wrongdoing. The Education 
Department did not respond to ProPublica’s questions about the 
Bryan case.

https://www.propublica.org/article/shutdown-of-bryan-texas-schools-probe-shows-trump-administration-pullback-on-civil-rights
https://www.propublica.org/article/shutdown-of-bryan-texas-schools-probe-shows-trump-administration-pullback-on-civil-rights


How to report on this:

● Look up your school district in ProPublica’s database of 
civil rights investigations. We made a news application 
that allows you to see if your school district has recently 
been investigated or is currently being investigated for 
civil rights violations. What is your school being 
investigated for? If there is a recent or current 
investigation into your school district, reach out to the 
district administrators and ask for more information. 

● File a open records request to get information on the 
investigation from the Office for Civil Rights as well as 
the district. If the district does not want to give you 
information about a federal investigation, you can file a 
public records request with the district or even the 
federal government itself.

https://projects.propublica.org/graphics/civil-rights-violations


STORY IDEA V

Some schools and districts may be misreporting or 
misrepresenting data to the federal government. 
Hold them accountable.

Schools in Newark reported to the federal government that 
thousands of students had been suspended during the 2015-16 
school year. But, according to a report from Chalkbeat, the 
schools are misreporting suspension data to state authorities, 
making them look better in state reports that parents consult to 
learn about the quality of a school. 

Source: 
https://chalkbeat.org/posts/newark/2018/10/16/in-newark-reporting-lapses-hi
de-thousands-of-student-suspensions-from-public-view/

https://chalkbeat.org/posts/newark/2018/10/16/in-newark-reporting-lapses-hide-thousands-of-student-suspensions-from-public-view/


How to report on this:

● Before starting your investigation, always contact the 
school or district about its reported data. Most of the 
data in Miseducation comes from the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office for Civil Rights. Schools are required to 
report accurate data to the department every two years, 
but sometimes schools and districts make technical 
mistakes in filling out the survey, and therefore it’s crucial 
to ask districts about their data before diving into an 
investigation.

● Is a school reporting zero students in a category? Ask 
why. Sometimes the data paints a picture that is just too 
good to be true. For example, the three largest school 
districts in the country — New York, Los Angeles and 
Chicago — all incorrectly reported using restraints on 
zero students to the federal government during the 
2012-13 school year. So we wrote a story about it. 

● Interview students and parents about whether they 
think this data is accurate. Ask students, parents and 
community members if they think the reported data 
accurately reflects their schools and districts. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/los-angeles-and-new-york-pin-down-school-kids-and-then-say-it-never-happene


Other Resources:

There are a number of other resources--from 
ProPublica and beyond--to help you tell great stories 
about civil rights disparities in your school, district or 
across your state, including:

- ProPublica’s Miseducation
- ProPublica’s Civil Rights Investigation Database
- ProPublica’s Desegregation Database
- US Department of Education’s Office for Civil 

Rights
- National Center for Education Statistics
- Center for Education Policy Analysis at Stanford
- UCLA Civil Rights Project



Contact: 

Annie Waldman: annie.waldman@propublica.org

Ryann Jones: ryann.jones@propublica.org

Tips/errors: education@propublica.org

Data requests: celeste.lecompte@propublica.org


