
Summer stories: Take stock, 
look ahead, dig into data 

 

Linda Shaw, Education Lab editor, The Seattle Times 



The usual suspects 

Summertime topics: 
-- School district budgets 
-- School board elections 
-- Test score release 
-- Teacher contract 
negotiations 



Dig into data 

 Ω 

 

  Good time to 
analyze new data 

 

-- Teacher 
absenteeism 

-- Ninth-grade course   
failure 

-- College-going 
rates by 
region/district 

 

 
 



Take stock 
  

-- Assess what 
superintendent has 
done; challenges 
ahead 
-- Assess job school 
board is doing 
-- Look at record of 
charter 
schools/magnets 
 

 
 

 
 



What’s happening in Pre-K 

Lots of district special 
programs for incoming 
kindergartners, where 

students spend a week or 
two in school before it 

officially starts. If 
happening in your 

districts, what’s the 
evidence that they’re 

helpful?  



What’s happening in Pre-K 
 

‘Its just math’: Preschoolers can do 
more than we might think’  

 
By John Higgins /Seattle Times staff reporter 

  

On a recent morning in South Seattle, 
Kristin Alfonzo challenged her 
preschoolers to make the number 7 
using beads strung across two rows of 
pipe cleaners. 
  
One 5-year-old boy slid four beads 
across the top and three across the 
bottom. Another did the reverse, and 
one kid pushed all seven on one row. 
  
“I see many different ways of making 
7!” Alfonzo said over the ruckus of kids 
counting out loud. 
 
Preschools typically leave math for 
grade school, in the belief that 4- and 5-
year-olds aren’t old enough to 
understand what 7 stands for. Decades 
of brain science now show that waiting 
is a mistake. 

http://www.seattletimes.com/author/john-higgins/


 
Look ahead 

 

 
  
 



New challenges for 
Dreamers 

-- Are they having hard 
time getting status 

renewed? 
 -- Are they having 
trouble getting jobs after 

graduation? 



Teachers and the new 
federal politics 

-- Are some of your 
teachers getting 

training to help them 
support immigrant  
students and their 

families?  



New ways to judge 
schools 

 
Under the new federal 
education act (ESSA), 

each state will have a lot 
of leeway in deciding how 

to judge school and 
district performance.  How 

is your state defining 
school quality? 



Have some fun 

 
 
 
 
-- Ask readers to 
suggest/vote on 
terms they’d like to 
understand better; 
ask teachers to 
provide definitions. 
 
 
 


