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Tony Smith is the Illinois state superintendent of education, appointed by the State 
Board of Education in May 2015. Previously, Smith was the executive director of 
the W. Clement & Jessie V. Stone Foundation, which annually awards more than $5 
million in grants that support children's development and education. Prior to that, Smith 
led the Oakland Uni�ed School District in California. Smith served as the deputy 
superintendent for the San Francisco Uni�ed School District, where he led efforts to 
close the achievement gap, and as the superintendent of the Emery Uni�ed School 
District. Smith earned his bachelor's degree in English in 1992 from the University of 
California, Berkeley, where he was captain of the football team and also went on to 
earn his master's and doctorate in the Division of Language, Literacy and Culture from 
the Graduate School of Education.

Emma Vadehra began her service as the chief of staff to former U.S. Secretary 
of Education Arne Duncan in July 2013. From 2009 to 2011, she served as the 
deputy assistant secretary for planning, evaluation and policy development at the 
U.S. Department of Education, overseeing K-12 education policy development and 
issues related to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. From 2011 to 2013, 
Vadehra was the chief of staff at Uncommon Schools, a charter school management 
organization. Before joining the Department in 2009, she worked as a senior 
education counsel for the late Sen. Edward M. Kennedy on the staff of the U.S. 
Senate Education Committee, as well as on K-12 education policy, and student loan 
and national service policy. Vadehra has a law degree from Yale Law School and a 
bachelor's degree from Brown University.

Roger P. Weissberg is a distinguished professor of psychology and education 
and, the NoVo Foundation endowed chair in social and emotional learning at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago, where he directs the Social and Emotional Learning 
Research Group. He is also the board vice chair and chief knowledge of�cer for 
the Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning. For the past three 
decades Weissberg has trained scholars and practitioners about innovative ways 
to design, implement and evaluate family, school and community interventions. He 
also received the 2008 Daring Dozen award from the George Lucas Educational 
Foundation for being one of 12 people reshaping the future of education. Weissberg 
graduated summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa with a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from Brandeis University and received his doctorate from the University of 
Rochester. He was the research director for the Primary Mental Health Project and a 
professor in the psychology department at Yale University for 10 years.
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The Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation seeks to ignite the passion 
and unleash the power in young people to create positive change in their 
communities.

We believe that by investing in the education reform movement and its leaders, we can 
do our part to better prepare today’s learners to be tomorrow’s quali�ed workforce and 
engaged citizens. We strive to impact student learning by helping to provide teachers 
and school leaders with high-quality training, outstanding instructional resources and 
more e�ective preparation.

WWW.SCHUSTERMAN.ORG/EDUCATION 



The Joyce Foundation is proud 
to support the Education Writers 

Association and its 3,000 members. 
Your work is critical, providing reliable 
information, exceptional coverage, and 

thoughtful analysis on public education. 
Thank you for engaging communities 

across the country in improving our 
education system.

 
One of the most important factors 

in fulfilling our mission at the Joyce 
Foundation is to ensure that all 

students, especially children of color 
and those who grow up in low-income 

neighborhoods, arrive at kindergarten 
ready to succeed and have high-quality 

educators throughout their preschool 
through 12th grade education.

Working to improve quality of life,
promote community vitality

and achieve a fair society.
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