What to look for in early learning

Suzanne Bouffard Angela Searcy
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Kids” work on the walls — not commercial posters






K1 created patterns using bingo fmbbers. They
were interviewed to describe their work and the
reasoning behind it.
Massachusetts. Preschool Guidelines
Mathematics
Patterns and Relations
9. Recognize, describe, reproduce, extend,
create, and compare repeating patterns
of concrete materials.

;ep;aallng patterns
materials.
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Evidence of authentic learning
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Evidence of authentic learning



Not authentic learning




Not authentic learning



Not age-appropriate




Documentation of :CD;;;qum-ana-Emn;
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Our class has been very nferested in ramps and cars, so we wanted
Iosee what wouid happen ifwe added paint. Here cre some of fhe
conversations and observations;

Andrea and Sofie: “If stopped

Ms. Steinmetz: “Why do you think it stoppedz”

Sofie: "Because there's bubbles”
Andrea: *Because of the paint.”

Ms. Steinmetz: “Why cid the pain stop 7"

Andrea: "Because the paintis very sticky and giuey."
Sofie:“We need thvee more blocks” (o It the ramp higher]
M. Steinmetz: “Why?"

Sofle: "0t Gan go here.” (poining o the endiof the paper)
We add more blocks

Sofie: “Look.i's working! The cars are going down further”

s a group we decide we need 1o get a new piece of paper so the
ars can go faster because the paint s making the cars move vary
siowly. A lot of them are stopping on fhe ramp,

Ramona: “Why are fhe cars going farther now?™

Sofie: “Because there is no paint.”

The pain started fo ge fhick again and the cars were going siower
ind siowers.

Evereft: “Can you get more blocks so it can go way downerg

Maddie wanted to knoy,
“What do you think wil hay
milk with

PPen if you mixed
food coloring?”
















