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Springfield, MA 
spends 20% to 30% more 

per student than its suburbs. 

But in Springfield, 
child poverty is 

6 to 10 times higher 
than surrounding districts. 

Concentration of poverty ensures equal funding isn’t good enough

Funding Info  Source: https://reportcards.doe.mass.edu/ |  Poverty Rate Source: https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/2022/demo/saipe/2022-school-districts.html

Longmeadow
Black: 3%
Latino: 8%
White: 74%

East Longmeadow
Black: 4%
Latino: 12%
White: 74%

Hampden-Wilbraham
Black: 3%
Latino 9%
White: 81%

Springfield
Black: 18%
Latino: 69%
White: 8%

< 15 miles



What Can We Do About It?

School Integration 2.0



Brown’s Promise

Integration 2.0: What Can it Look Like Today? 

States can:

❑ Change how district lines relate to revenue
❑ Change how district lines relate to students
❑ Change how districts lines relate to revenue AND 

students 
❑ Change district lines altogether
❑ Change policy to address within district and within school 

segregation



Magnet school:

Open choice district:

Interdistrict Mobility: Hartford, CT

The State Can Change How District Lines Relate to Students (ex 1)

Evaluation Source: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265581229_EVALUATION_OF_CONNECTICUT'S_INTERDISTRICT_MAGNET_SCHOOLS  

Connecticut's interdistrict magnet schools improve student outcomes and promote 
diverse relationships by allowing urban and suburban students to attend 
specialized schools outside their home district.  



Regional Responsibility: Omaha, NE

The State Can Change How District Lines Relate to Revenue & Students 

Image Source: https://omaha.com/learning-community-districts-map/image_6886d2a6-37a6-11e5-9c18-1fd717ad0fd1.html

Omaha’s state legislature created the 
“Learning Community” initiative, involving 
11 districts, focused on shared funding and 
diversity programs to increase opportunities 
for low-income students. 



District Consolidation in Starkville, MS

High-Need
Under-resourced

District

Often students 
of color

The State Can Change District Lines Altogether 

Quote Source: https://mississippitoday.org/2016/07/19/starkville-school-merger-what-went-right/

Oktibbeha County School District
(90% Black, 96% low income)

+
Starkville Public School District 

(More diverse, lower-poverty)

🟰

Oktibbeha County

Starkville-Oktibbeha Consolidated School 
District 

Starkville, MS consolidated its school districts to reduce resource disparities and 
improve education quality, despite initial apprehensions within the community.  



Brown’s Promise

State Court Litigation



Brown’s Promise

State Court Litigation 

Minnesota Constitution (common language): 
“Section 1. UNIFORM SYSTEM OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. The stability 
of a republican form of government depending mainly upon the 
intelligence of the people, it is the duty of the legislature to establish a 
general and uniform system of public schools. The legislature shall 
make such provisions by taxation or otherwise as will secure a thorough 
and efficient system of public schools throughout the state.” (Minnesota 
Constitution, Art. XIII, ¶1)



Scan the QR code for more detail on solutions 
(and the whole deck) 

High-Need
Under-resourced

District

Often students 
of color

Integration 2.0: What Can it Look Like Today?

County Map Source: https://hub.arcgis.com/maps/massgis::massachusetts-public-school-districts/explore?location=42.175593%2C-72.525216%2C9.78
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