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Document population 
demographics and family 
relationships

• Household Composition 
⚬ family relationships 

and living 
arrangements.

• Community Residential 
Makeup
⚬ racial demographics 

and socioeconomic 
status of the 
neighborhood.

Details property 
ownership, valuation, and 
sales history

• Property Value 
Assessments

• Owner Information
• Property Tax Records
• Property Description 

(e.g., size, structure)
• Transaction History

Documents transferring of 
property ownership rights

• Circumstances 
surrounding the 
property transfer

• Relationship details 
between the previous 
and current owners or 
sellers

Real Estate 
Assessor Data 

Census Records Property Records 

Using Historical Records to 
Source Powerful Firsthand Accounts



Property Records 
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Using Historical Records to 
Source Powerful Firsthand Accounts

Circumstances surrounding the property transfer

Relationship details between the previous and current owners or sellers



• Utilize networks to locate descendants

• Assess residency details to prioritize 
target families 

Source Identification 

• Efficiently directs interviews, avoiding 
redundant discussions

• Informed preparation instills 
confidence in sources

• Demonstrating thorough research 
builds trust

Trust Building and Interview 
Optimization

Strategies for Effective Sourcing 
and Interviewing

Using Historical Records to 
Source Powerful Firsthand Accounts
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