
THE 
CURRICULUM 
MARKETPLACE

TRACKING INSTRUCTIONAL 
MATERIALS PURCHASES

Christopher Peak
APM Reports



-8%

+32%

-6%

+18%

BILLIONS SPENT ON INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
From: Association of American Publishers



FROM NATIONAL COUNCIL 
ON TEACHER QUALITY, 
STATE OF THE STATES 2024

TEXTBOOK 
REGULATION 
BY STATE



WHAT ARE 
SCHOOLS 
BUYING?

A FEW STARTING POINTS



OUR ATTEMPT: FOIA 100 OF AMERICA’S LARGEST DISTRICTS

Brought to you by mail merge!



HEINEMANN’S 
NATIONWIDE REACH

◼ The publisher sold at least 
$226 million in the 84 districts 
where we got data.

◼ Only five hadn’t bought 
anything: Mobile County, AL; 
Appoquinimink, DE; 
Miami-Dade County, FL; 
Detroit, MI; and Kanawha 
County, WV.

◼ Check for DBAs.  These 
invoices were mostly from 
Greenwood Publishing Group, 
LLC.



SURVEY DATA:

RAND & Education Week State Curriculum Surveys
◼ Arkansas
◼ California
◼ Colorado
◼ Maryland
◼ Massachusetts
◼ Ohio
◼ Rhode Island
◼ Tennessee
◼ Wisconsin



BUSINESS DATA:

Corporate Filings

NPD Bookscan



PUBLIC RECORDS:

State Adoptions District Purchase Orders



CAUTION: BUYING A TEXTBOOK ≠ USING A TEXTBOOK

Across surveys, 
teachers report 

using materials that 
they’ve found or 

created.



READING MARKET 
FRACTURES

◼ Almost everyone is marketing 
their materials as aligned with 
the “science of reading.”

◼ Traditional basal programs 
remain popular, but many 
districts seem to be looking for 
an alternative.

◼ Not shown: Foundational skills 
supplements in phonemic 
awareness and phonics are 
increasingly popular.



DO ANY OF THESE 
PROGRAMS WORK?

◼ What Works Clearinghouse

◼ EdReports

◼ The Reading League

◼ Knowledge Matters Campaign

◼ Student Achievement Partners

◼ State Reviews



CAUTION: ALL GREEN ≠ ALL GOOD

What do these 
numbers mean for 
schools you cover?



WHAT ABOUT ASSESSMENTS?

◼ Buros Center for Testing at the University of Nebraska

◼ National Center on Intensive Intervention at the American Institutes for Research

◼ National Council on Measurement in Education



CAUTION: CHANGE NOW ≠ CHANGE LATER

Why does the 
pendulum keep 

swinging?



EMAIL: 
CPEAK@APMREPORTS.ORG

X: @CLPEAK


