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American Educator Panels: Overview

The American Educator Panels (AEP) are
nationally representative
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RAND regularly uses the AEP to field surveys
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RAND American Instructional
Resources Survey (AIRS) Project | ©

The American Instructional Resources Survey (AIRS) investigates the use of
instructional materials in K-12 English language arts, mathematics, and science
classrooms across the United States.
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* The AIRS has been fielded annually from Spring 2019 through Spring 2024
« Data are publicly-available through the AEP Data Portal and Bento.

The surveys are funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Schusterman Family Philanthropies and the
Walton Family Foundation. Overdeck Family Foundation was a funding partner from 2019-2021.
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Survey Topics Include

Usage of Curriculum Materials
e What specific curriculum materials do teacher use?

e Do they modify or supplement these materials?

Teacher Professional Learning
e How frequently do teachers engage in curriculum-based professional learning?
e How is professional learning time spent?

e Do teachers believe their professional learning is effective?

’/‘ Teacher Preparation, Classroom Instruction, and Other Topics
e How do preparation programs prepare teachers to use curriculum materials?

e Do teachers engage in standards-aligned instructional practices?

e How much do school leaders support the use of curriculum materials?



AIRS Sampling Methodology

AIRS comprises of a nationally representative teacher and principal
survey with teacher oversamples in 18 states.

Oversampled states are member states of the CCSSO High-Quality Instructional Materials and
Professional Development (IMPD) Network + CA, FL, NY, and WA



Using AIRS to track the materials teachers use...

Teachers Who Reported Using ELA
and Math Standards-Aligned Materials
Regularly (Once per Week or More)
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Source: Doan, Sy and Anna Shapiro, Do Teachers Think Their Curriculum Materials Are Appropriately Challenging for Their Students?
Findings from the 2023 American Instructional Resources Survey. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2023.
https.//www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA134-21.htmi.



=and how teachers feel about these materials

FIGURE 2
ELA and Math Teachers Who Report That Required or Recommended Materials Are
Too Challenging for the Majority of Their Students
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NOTE: The results in this figure are based on the following survey question asked of math and ELA teachers: “The [ELA/math] instructional materials
provided by my district or school as a recommendation or requirement are . . .” “Too challenging for the majority of my students,” “At the right level
for the majority of my students,” “Not challenging enough for the majority of my students,” or “| don't know.™ 2020-2021 school year N = 7,110;
2022-2022 school year N = 6,572; 2022-2023 school year N = 7,126.

Source: Doan, Sy and Anna Shapiro, Do Teachers Think Their Curriculum Materials Are Appropriately Challenging for Their Students?
Findings from the 2023 American Instructional Resources Survey. Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2023.
https.//www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA134-21.html.



The AIRS gives insight into other pressing topics
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The Diverging State of
Teaching and Leamning
Two Years into Classroom
Limitations on Race or

Gender

Findings from the 2023 American
Instructional Resources Survey
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The Digital Divide and
COVID-19

Teachers' Perceptions of Inequities in
Students’ Internet Access and Participation
in Remote Learning
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