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Rise of the microschool … and more



An explosion of new options

For many years, home schooling has conjured 
images of parents and children working together at 
the kitchen table. The new world of home schooling 
often looks very different: pods, co-ops, 
microschools and hybrid schools, often outside 
the home, as well as real-time and recorded virtual 
instruction. For a growing number of students, 
education now exists somewhere on a continuum 
between school and home, in person and online, 
professional and amateur.



New financial and ideological forces have revolutionized the broader 
home-school landscape:

* Government: About a dozen states allow families to use taxpayer 
funds for home-school expenses. Education Savings Accounts, or ESAs, direct 
thousands of dollars to families that opt out of public school, whether the 
destination is a private school or their own homes.

* Nonprofits: School-choice advocates are directing millions of dollars 
in charitable giving toward home-school organizations — a convergence of two 
powerful but traditionally separate movements.

* Venture capitalists: Tens of millions of dollars invested in new 
businesses to serve what they see as a potentially huge market.

Follow the money!
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Takeaways
• Even as the pandemic eased, home 

schooling persisted
• Home schooling comes off the fringe
• Where is home schooling on the rise? 

All sorts of places.
• Religion recedes as a home-school 

driver
• Home-schoolers are more diverse than 

ever
• Parents do less and less of the 

teaching
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The 
dismantling 
of home-
school 
regulations… 
and a new 
frontier



Story ideas 
to consider

• Data from your area: Has home-
schooling increased and where?

• State regulations: Do they exist?

• Local enforcement: Is there any real 
scrutiny?

• New flavors: microschools, pods and 
more formal co-ops

• Impact on local public schools

• Possible abuse cases

• Local outcomes data



Questions?

Feel free to contact us with 
questions:

Laura.Meckler@washpost.com

Peter.Jamison@washpost.com
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