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Goals of this session:

● Reporters to come away with new practical and 
often overlooked story ideas and reporting 
strategies

● Inspire journalists to cover these stories and 
understand that people do care



DEI Policies and Responses 

● Tracking legislation: whoʼs behind 
this? How is it being implemented?

● Tracking impact: whatʼs at stake? 

Source: 
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2024
/03/19/usf-will-remain-diverse-despite-new-florida
-laws-university-leaders-say/
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Student Loan Debt/Forgiveness

● Lack of education surrounding loans 
in minority populations

● Loans vs. Economy 
● Effects of payment restarting

Source: 
https://capitalbnews.org/student-loans-millennial-women/

https://capitalbnews.org/student-loans-millennial-women/


Campus Protests

● How are policies being enforced?
● Keep your safety in mind

Source: 
https://www.tampabay.com/news/breaking-news/2
024/04/30/live-updates-student-protest-standoff-wi
th-police-usf-tampa-campus/
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The New Online FAFSA 

● Effects to low-income communities
● Compare enrollment data to collegeʼs 

average amount of federal aid 
received by students

Source: 
https://www.mississippifreepress.org/41956/college-aid-deci
sions-delayed-for-incoming-students-over-fafsa-errors
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Climate Change and Environmental 
Justice

● Climate/Environment is often not 
connected to education

● Examine how climate affects the 
budget/finances, school calendar, 
purchases, policies

Source: 
https://www.mississippifreepress.org/jackson-public-schools
-getting-new-electric-bus-fleet-reimagining-what-its-like-for-
children-to-ride/
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Prison Education/Return of Pell Grants 
for Incarcerated Individuals

● Explore the school-to-prison pipeline
● Other education programs for 

incarcerated individuals

Source: 
https://atlanta.capitalbnews.org/prison-education-programs
/

https://atlanta.capitalbnews.org/prison-education-programs/
https://atlanta.capitalbnews.org/prison-education-programs/


Teacher Attrition/Alternate Route 
Education Programs

● How are cities and states addressing 
the problems

● Look for homegrown solutions

Source: 
https://www.mississippifreepress.org/42932/alternate-route-
education-programs-target-mississippis-teacher-shortage

https://www.mississippifreepress.org/42932/alternate-route-education-programs-target-mississippis-teacher-shortage
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Extremism in Education

 

● School boards
● Benefit from lack of optics

Source: 
https://wisconsinwatch.org/2023/01/tired-of-turmoil-kiel-res
idents-rebuke-far-right-school-officials/
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https://wisconsinwatch.org/2023/01/tired-of-turmoil-kiel-residents-rebuke-far-right-school-officials/


Anti-Trans Policies and Impact 

● Examine questions of fairness
● Allow students to speak for 

themselves (with safeguards)
● Ask: Is there a “there-there”? 

○ (Ex. The girl at the center 
of this story came in 
second place — but trans 
girls “dominating” 
womensʼ sports…) Source: 

https://www.cjr.org/analysis/trans-student-athlete-
controversy-california.php

https://www.cjr.org/analysis/trans-student-athlete-controversy-california.php
https://www.cjr.org/analysis/trans-student-athlete-controversy-california.php


Anti-Trans Laws in Education



When National Policy and Regional Education 
Efforts Differ



The School Voucher Debate



How Will 2024 Election Results Impact 
Education Policy?
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