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Handout:
Record ideas, 
pages 3-8



The Stanford Daily 
https://stanforddaily.com/2024/
03/15/94-of-elevators-on-
campus-have-expired-permits/



EdWeek
https://www.edweek.org
/technology/schools-are-
deploying-massive-
digital-surveillance-
systems-the-results-are-
alarming/2019/05



Houston Landing 
https://houstonlanding
.org/under-katy-isd-
gender-policy-student-
identities-disclosed-to-
parents-19-times-since-
august/



The State News
https://statenews.com/article/2
024/01/lack-of-trust-officers-
agencies-refused-to-participate-
in-outside-review-of-msu-
shooting-response





Handout:
Order up, pages 
30-36















Concept credit: Mark 
Weiler, librarian at Wilfrid 
Laurier University in 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada



https://www.muckrock.com/



https://www.muckrock.com/foi/create/



https://splc.org/lettergenerator/



June 20, 2024
Mayor Douglas J. Nicholls
One City Plaza
Brownsburg, IN 46112

Dear Mr. Nichols,
    Pursuant to the state open records law, Ind. Code Secs. 5-14-3-1 to 5-14-5-10, I write to request access to and a 
copy of all expense reports for the city for the past five years. If your agency does not maintain these public 
records, please let me know who does and include the proper custodian’s name and address.
     I agree to pay any reasonable copying and postage fees of not more than $25. If the cost would be greater 
than this amount, please notify me. Please provide a receipt indicating the charges for each document.
     As provided in the open records law, I will expect your response within ten (10) business days.
     If you choose to deny this request, please provide a written explanation for the denial including a reference to 
the specific statutory exemption(s) upon which you rely. Also, please provide all segregable portions of otherwise 
exempt material.
     Please be advised that I am prepared to pursue whatever legal remedy necessary to obtain access to the 
requested records. I would note that willful violation of the open records law can result in the award of court 
costs and reasonable attorney fees. See Ind. Code Sec. 5-14-3-9(i).
      Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,
David Cuillier
100 Turnpike Street
Brownsburg, IN 46112, cuillier@star.com



Handout:
Sample letters,
pages 34-36









Handout:
Overcoming 
denials, pages 
37-47







https://twitter.com/loriara/status/1684579115515760642?s=46&t=gEr4RMyKEw7u_ouZyx_suA


https://www.muckrock.com/news/archives/2016/jan/11/new-jersey-FOIA-dolphin-medical-privacy/


•

•

•



“Getting to yes: 
Negotiating 
agreement 
without giving in,” 
by Roger Fisher 
and William L. Ury

Handout:
Soft tactics,
Page 32



“Influence: The 
Psychology of 
Persuasion,” Robert B. 
Cialdini



Handout:
Hard tactics,
pages 44-47



Jodi Rave Spotted Bear

SPJ FOI Committee chair
@JodiRave

Gunita Singh

RCFP Staff Attorney
gsingh@rcfp.org

David Cuillier

Brechner FOI Project
cuillierd@ufl.edu

Mike Hiestand

SPLC counsel

(Lives in Ferndale, WA)

mhiestand@splc.org



•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Handout:
Eliminate fees,
Page 41
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