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What Prompted This
Panel Discussion?
EWA leader read Carr’s November 2024 
essay in The Emancipator (edited by 
Abdullah)

a second Trump 
administration with the greatest clarity and 
accuracy.

It also re-emphasizes education coverage as 
a democracy beat, something Carr has 
insisted on throughout her investigative 
coverage  of the modern-day parental rights 
movement.



What does 
that mean?

HIGHLIGHTS:

Using the plainest terms to tell the audience what is 
happening (this requires de-politicizing your coverage 
language)

Rejecting the normalization of anti-democracy 
practices by simply implying crimes against 
humanity or grave injustices are equal sides of a 
debate.

AND initially framing stories through the lens of those 
impacted by clearly harmful policies rather than 
omitting the viewpoint or opting (this is particularly 
important in the age of the anti-DEI movement)



Let’s look at 
how that’s 
applied to 
education 
coverage

• The next slide features September 1957 Nashville school bombing 
coverage (three days apart). White people in town bombed a 
school because it integrated a portion of the building.

• One paper, The Baltimore Sun, uses an Associated Press wire 
story and softens the reality of the attack in its headline and lede 
language. It also uses passive voice to avoid saying who was 
responsible for the attack and why. It runs on PAGE 8.

• The Atlanta Daily World runs the same arrest coverage in active 
voice, describing those responsible terrorists and the act of 
bomcing and calls describes the act and . It runs on A1.

• Let me read some of this, including the language  in 
accompanying stories that essentially chopped up the “issue” of 
desegration to a culture war. Sound familiar?





Why we must 
lean into the 
perspective of 
the global 
majority in 
education 
coverage

• In the United States, the public education system 
takes shapes post-emancipation and its progression 
+ regression is rooted in race/class/caste

• Even progressives involved in formalizing education 
for marginalized students sought to teach conformity 
in a social caste system (reference 2025 reading: Dr. 
Eve L. Ewing’s Original Sins and Dr. Karida Brown’s 
Battle for the Black Mind)

• The historical context is key to understanding the 
foundations of today’s systems

• Examining news coverage can help us do all of the 
necessary, though-provoking  work



Brandon Tensley-
National 

Correspondent for 
Capital B who has 
been covering anti-

DEI movements



This story does several 
things for its audience:

• -Cuts to the chase in the headline by 
calling out propaganda language and 
telling the audience what the policy is 
actually doing-chipping away at civil rights 
protections

• Begins the story with such important 
framing, highlighting the fact that President 
Trump and his allies have turned diversity, 
equity and inclusion into a catchall phrase

• Provides an orgin story



Halimah 
Abdullah-
Managing Editor 
The Emancipator



Historical context 
and plain language 
about impact



The website version 
of this essay makes it 
clear that you must 
reckon with the 
history of this 
moment to properly 
analyze the moment



Question for 
journalists 
on the panel

• We’ve all worked in major national 
mainstream newsrooms. While we’ve not 
always been on the “race beat,” we each 
landed in positions that allowed us to 
cover education, race and democracy. 

• Now we’ve all written for Black press 
outlets.

• What is the fundamental difference in 
coverage approaches today and why?
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What is The Black Press Archives?

The B lack  Press  Arch ives  current ly  represents  over  2 ,000  newspaper  

t i t les  f rom the  Uni ted  States ,  Afr i ca ,  and  the  Afr ican  D iaspora .

The Black Press Archives began as a joint project between the Moorland -

Spingarn Research Center and the National Newspapers Publishers 

Association in 1973.



OUR COLLECTION
The Black Press Archives represents numerous newspaper 

titles from the Americas, Africa, and the African Diaspora. It 

is one of the most valuable research features, eagerly 

sought by visiting scholars and graduate students. It has an 

abundance of microfilm reels and newspapers. The 

collection includes complete files of Black papers, as well as 

the records of Black editors, publishers, and journalists.  





OUR PROJECT

Howard University's Moorland-

Spingarn Research Center 

(MSRC) received a $2 Million 

grant from the Jonathan Logan 

Family Foundation to support 

the preservation and digitization 

of the Black Press Archives, a 

newspaper collection of titles by 

Black journalists, editors and 

publishers.



BLACK PRESS ARCHIVES DIGITIZATION PROJECT 

The Value of Newspaper Digitization

@ h u _ b l a c k p r e s s

Preservation Efficiency

• Microfilm reels can last a long 
time but are vulnerable to 
damage

• Digitization offers a form of 
storage that preserves the 
state of the newspapers 
indefinitely

• Scanning processes have the 
ability to make documents 
more legible

• Digital tools like OCR allow 
researchers to search 
newspaper using key words

Accessibility

• The publications will be more 
available to students and 
researchers around the world

• Allows access to individuals 
with limited means



Project Timeline

2021-2022

• Begin sorting, 

arranging, and 

rehousing 

newspapers

• Purchase 

equipment 

2022-2023

• Continue creating 

metadata for each 

newspaper

• Complete 50% of 

digitization 

newspapers

2023-2024

• Conduct quality 

control checks and 

metadata crosscheck

• Arrange files and 

manage them 

electronically

2024-2025

•  Digital files stored in 

digital preservation 

system

• Website made 

available to the public 

2025-2026

• Create on-site public 

access system

• Complete 100% 

digitization of original 

newspapers

_______________________________________________________________________________

____________

BLACK PRESS ARCHIVES DIGITIZATION PROJECT @hu_blackpress



New photo

AFRICAN EAGLE, THE (Salisbury, 
Rhodesia)

1954



NATION 
(Victoria, Seychelles)

1981



BLACK PANTHER 

(BERKELEY, CA)

1991



BLACK PRESS ARCHIVES DIGITIZATION PROJECT @ h u _ b l a c k p r e s s

Black Newspapers: U.S.

The Michigan Chronicle, 1944



BLACK PRESS ARCHIVES DIGITIZATION PROJECT @ h u _ b l a c k p r e s s

Black Newspapers: Caribbean

Advocate News, Barbados, 1974



BLACK PRESS ARCHIVES DIGITIZATION PROJECT @ h u _ b l a c k p r e s s

Black Newspapers: Africa

L'action, Tunisia, 1977



BLACK PRESS ARCHIVES DIGITIZATION PROJECT @ h u _ b l a c k p r e s s

Lynching

The Chicago Defender, 1921



BLACK PRESS ARCHIVES DIGITIZATION PROJECT @ h u _ b l a c k p r e s s

Pittsburgh Courier Coverage of Hitler

Pittsburgh Courier, 1941



@ h u _ b l a c k p r e s s

PITTSBURGH COURIER COVERAGE OF THE DOUBLE V CAMPAIGN

Black Press Archives Digitization Project 

Pittsburgh Courier, 1942



HISTORY OF THE HILLTOP



THE Egyptian Gazette
(Cairo, Egypt)

1964







BLACK PRESS ARCHIVES DIGITIZATION PROJECT 013@ h u _ b l a c k p r e s s

Meet the Team









BLACK PRESS ARCHIVES DIGITIZATION PROJECT 014@ h u _ b l a c k p r e s s

Contact Us!

MSRC.HOWARD.EDU/BLACK-PRESS-
ARCHIVE

HU.BLACKPRESS@HOWARD.EDU

FOUNDERS LIBRARY
500 HOWARD PLACE NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20059

202-250-6483

Social Media 



LINKS TO STORIES WE DISCUSSED

THE BLACK PRESS DEMOCRATIZED AMERICA: The Black press democratized America - The Emancipator

THE SCHOOL BOARD WAS THE TESTING GROUND FOR THE FALL OF DEMOCRACY: The school board was the testing ground 
for the fall of our democracy

DEI DIDN’T START WITH WOKENESS-WHAT TRUMP GETS WRONG: Trump’s War on DEI Is Dismantling Civil Rights Protections 
- Capital B News

Our children are not pawns in Trump’s authoritarian power grab
https://theemancipator.org/2025/03/19/sections/politics-and-policy/trump-roll-back-education-landscape-jim-crow-era-
apartheid/

https://www.instagram.com/p/DG4N8A5szi1/?img_index=1 (Slideshow version)

Could Florida Colleges be the Blueprint for Trump’s War on Education: 
https://theemancipator.org/2024/11/26/topics/education/could-florida-colleges-be-the-blueprint-for-trumps-war-on-
education/

‘Parents’ rights’ as a red herring
https://theemancipator.org/2023/01/18/topics/education/parents-rights-red-herring/

https://theemancipator.org/2024/11/09/topics/movements/the-black-press-democratized-america/
https://www.ajc.com/education/get-schooled/the-school-board-was-the-test-ground-for-the-fall-of-our-democracy/K6RAN5KZUBD4NIQOICRRIJ6YYU/
https://www.ajc.com/education/get-schooled/the-school-board-was-the-test-ground-for-the-fall-of-our-democracy/K6RAN5KZUBD4NIQOICRRIJ6YYU/
https://capitalbnews.org/trump-dei-attack-woke-civil-rights/
https://capitalbnews.org/trump-dei-attack-woke-civil-rights/
https://theemancipator.org/2025/03/19/sections/politics-and-policy/trump-roll-back-education-landscape-jim-crow-era-apartheid/
https://theemancipator.org/2025/03/19/sections/politics-and-policy/trump-roll-back-education-landscape-jim-crow-era-apartheid/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DG4N8A5szi1/?img_index=1
https://theemancipator.org/2024/11/26/topics/education/could-florida-colleges-be-the-blueprint-for-trumps-war-on-education/
https://theemancipator.org/2024/11/26/topics/education/could-florida-colleges-be-the-blueprint-for-trumps-war-on-education/
https://theemancipator.org/2024/11/26/topics/education/could-florida-colleges-be-the-blueprint-for-trumps-war-on-education/
https://theemancipator.org/2023/01/18/topics/education/parents-rights-red-herring/


AUDIENCE 
QUESTIONS


	Slide 1: Guiding Light: Lessons From the Historic and Modern-Day Black Press
	Slide 2: What Prompted This Panel Discussion?
	Slide 3: What does that mean?
	Slide 4: Let’s look at how that’s applied to education coverage
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Why we must lean into the perspective of the global majority in education coverage
	Slide 7: Brandon Tensley-National Correspondent for Capital B who has been covering anti-DEI movements
	Slide 8: This story does several things for its audience:
	Slide 9: Halimah Abdullah-Managing Editor The Emancipator
	Slide 10: Historical context and plain language about impact
	Slide 11: The website version of this essay makes it clear that you must reckon with the history of this moment to properly analyze the moment
	Slide 12: Question for journalists on the panel
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39

