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CHOOSING ANGLES

● Why now? What’s at 
stake?

● What are the roots, 
impact and solutions?

● Focused on one piece 
of puzzle: racist 
district zoning maps



FINDING SOURCES

● Families: youth nonprofits, 
local events, social media, 
old news articles

● K-12 staff: who witnesses the 
exclusion play out? 

● Who made this their life? 
Civil rights lawyers, 
activists, education 
researchers, nonprofits



● Build trust

● Use trauma-informed 
techniques

● Write about dignity, 
resiliency, solutions. 
Not only pain, trauma

REPORTING & WRITING
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FINDING MORE STORIES

NEW AMERICA

● Is your district 
considering closures? 
Where & how are kids 
going to be sorted?

● What are families, 
advocates pushing for?  

● Where are the “case 
studies”? What threads 
connect them?



THANK YOU

Where to find some
segregation stories:

● ProPublica
● WHYY’s “Kicked Out” 
● Boston Globe
● Available to All

Where to find me: 
● 858.663.3023
● marimcmurdock.com 
● marimcmurdock@gmail.com

http://marimcmurdock.com
mailto:marimcmurdock@gmail.com

