
State & local data



Importance/value of state/local data

● May be more up-to-date then federal data
● May have more breakdowns than federal data 

(which could just be by state)
● More details
● May be little-known



Think of data you could get easiest

● Check out education committees/hearings, 
especially during budget season

● Use requests as a last resort 
● Know what data is stored on your district/state 

website
● What data are lawmakers requesting? Have 

lawmakers required data collection/a study as part 
of a law?



Data reporters should regularly request/keep tabs on from 
states and districts

● Enrollment
● Testing
● Grad rates
● Drop-out rates
● Teacher/student demographics
● Staff turnover
● Funding
● Spending
● Discipline
● Restraint/seclusion
● Child care inspection reports



If you must request…

Request data by school, not just district.

Request raw files (CSV/XLSX), not just summaries or dashboards.

Get data across multiple years to spot trends

Ask for data dictionaries or codebooks



Be an expert on your state/district data

For example: NJ

nj.gov/education/doedata/

When does new data come out?

When does it get reported to 
feds?

If it’s not posted yet, ask for it. 
Maybe they never got around to 
it (like the NJ health profiles)

https://www.nj.gov/education/doedata/


https://www.nj.gov/education/doedata/enr/



https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/download



Find reference guides that tell you where data comes from

https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/Documents/ReferenceGuid
e.pdf



Budgetary data…

Check your district/state’s Comprehensive Annual Fiscal Report

For example:

https://www.nj.gov/education/finance/fp/acfr/search/24/5410.pdf





EMMA!





What do the feds collect?

https://civilrightsdata.ed.gov/data

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data

https://ies.ed.gov/use-work/data-tools

https://www.ed.gov/idea-section-618-data-products

https://civilrightsdata.ed.gov/data
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data
https://ies.ed.gov/use-work/data-tools
https://www.ed.gov/idea-section-618-data-products


https://reportermarina.github.io/project3-schools/



https://hechingerreport.or
g/they-crossed-the-border
-for-better-schools-now-s
ome-families-are-leaving-t
he-us/

Reporters with the Hechinger Report, The 
Associated Press and AL.com surveyed 
school districts around the county for 
recent data on attendance, absences and 
withdrawal rates during the spring 2025 
semester.



Stories the data can lead to

Investigating how kids are harmed by 
lower child care standards
Lower standards are being masqueraded as a child care solution

https://hechingerreport.org/investigating-how-kids-are-harmed-by-lower-child-care-standards/

●

https://hechingerreport.org/investigating-how-kids-are-harmed-by-lower-child-care-standards/


https://www.nj.com/education/2023/02/nj-is-becoming-more-diverse-so-why-arent-
there-more-teachers-of-color.html


