
New England has some of the most 
prestigious universities in the country. 
Not surprisingly, it also has some of the 
most expensive, with Wellesley College 
recently announcing that overall annual 
costs for undergraduates will surpass 
$100,000 in September.

A staggering sum, but other private 
schools are close behind. At nearly a 
dozen universities in the region, 
including Harvard University, Boston 
College, Tufts University, and Brandeis 
University, the total annual cost of 
attendance will be well above 
$90,000 next year.
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At universities, the academic year ends 
with a familiar routine: Professors 
grade final exams. Students pack up 
their dorms. Universities announce 
tuition for the next year, almost 
inevitably higher than the year before.

Those never-ending increases mean 
that many Americans believe a 
four-year college degree is so 
exorbitantly expensive they cannot 
afford it, which — some research 
indicates — deters students from 
pursuing higher education.
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