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“Student Journalists are Education Reporters” Caucus
 Tip Sheet

It takes bravery to do good journalism, and even more to do good journalism while going to school full time. Student journalists face similar and additional challenges to those already on the beat – combating stereotypes, learning how to deal with government pressure, interacting with sources, all while balancing homework. This conversation touched on themes of intersectionality and practicing courage when faced with discrimination.

Participants who contributed to this advice:
Tarryn Nichols, University of Florida
Azia Ross, Howard University 
Steph Machado, Boston Globe (moderator) 

Main points of the presentation
· Student journalists with intersectional identities are often conscious about how they present themselves and may feel a need to defy stereotypes. Experiencing “double consciousness” of one’s racial identity can get in the way of reporting. 
· Student journalists are sometimes not taken seriously by sources and can struggle to take control of an interview because of their age or youthful appearance.
· When doing an interview, adopting a mindset of “what other people think is none of my business” can ease the anxiety of being judged or stereotyped. 
· It can be overwhelming to manage an invisible disability while working as a journalist, but it is crucial to understand your limits and seek support when needed.  
· Financial privilege shapes the opportunities available to student journalists. Many student journalists are not adequately compensated for their work by university publications, which limits the type of reporting they can afford to do. 
· Finding other people who understand or relate to your experience is a balm for many of the challenges that journalists face. 
· Immersing yourself in the topic you are covering and recognizing that you are performing a public service can help to assuage personal doubts. 
