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Let's check in!




PRESIDENT GERALD FORD

On Nov. 29, 1875, then
President Gerald Ford signed
into law the Education for All
Handicapped Children Act
(Public Law 94-142). With the
adoption of this act, Congress
opens public school doors for
many children with
disabilitties and sets the
foundation of the country's
commitment to ensuring that
children with disabilities have
opportunities to develop thel
talents, share their gafts, and
contribute 1o then
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Under the 1975 Education for All Handicapped Children Act (known today as the Individuals with

The Promis

Disabilities Education Act), public schools for the first time had a legally-binding duty to educate

disabled children, providing instruction and therapies to meet their individual needs. Robust federal

funding was promised.

If only Congress had followed through. Instead, it cheaped out.


https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R44624
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R44624

Reality...
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Nearly every investigation you do into special education is affected by
this!



THE GREAT DIVIDE

‘I want to scream, but I can’t. The hidden world
of special education settlements in Mass.

Updated November 12, 2024, 5:40 a.m.
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The Parties to this Agreement agree that it shall remain confidential between them and they shall nou «....use any terms o1 u;.s Agreement to
anyone, except as required by law or in response to a lawfully issued subpoena. The Parents and their representatives shall not disseminate any

information about the terms of this Mediation Agreement via the internet, SpEdpa.C Sites ’ blogS ’ SOCial

media sites including Meta (Facebook/Instagram, etc),
OI' tO the SEPAC in any form or forum. If asked about this matter, the Parties shall state that the matter has been

resolved to satisfaction of both Parties. The Parties further agree that they may, without breach of Agreement, disclose the terms of this
settlement to their attorneys, educational consultants, financial advisors, medical, mental health providers, relevant District staff, and/or
immediate family members. The Parties also may, as they deem necessary or desirable, seek to introduce copies of this Mediated Agreement

3 as an exhibit in administrative or judicial rv= -« “urtherance of enforcing this Mediated Agreement.
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Wealthier districts tended to give out more special education settlements
Based on analysis of 2013 to 2023 settlement records from 50 largest school districts in Mass. Dots sized by district enrollment.
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Settlements per 1,000 students
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Explore documents

The Globe obtained more than 2,600 individual settlements from 141 Massachusetts school districts, most spanning 2013 to 2023.

Select a district: | Boston
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» How to request record
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The promise
unkept: How
Congress failed
America’s
disabled students

LMK your email address if you want me to send you my next story :)




