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Vox Africanorum
May 15, 1783

Pride, insolence, interest, avarice, and maxims of false policy,
have marked the conduct of Britain—but shall pride,
insolence, considerations of interest, avarice or maxims of
false policy, lead America to a conduct inconsistent with her
principles? Forbid it Justice—forbid it Wisdom—iforbid it
sound Policy—Every principle which has led America to
freedom and greatness forbid it. Has the laws of Nature
doomed us to this abject state—shut out as it were, from the
benign influences of religion, knowledge, arts and science—
excluded from every refinement which renders human nature
happy! Why then are we held in slavery? Is it by any
municipal law? If so, YE fathers of your country; friends of
liberty and of mankind, behold our chains! Lend an ear to the
voice of oppression—commiserate the afflictions of a helpless
and abused part of the human species. To you we look for
Jjustice—deny it not—it is our right.

VOX AFRICANORUM
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- Toa w! rtues are juflice
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the wonder and atonithm=nt of tie univeric, We, the
Diack inhabitants ot ‘:uu United Statgs, humbly fi

he atrempt ; but Britain, loft

e
_to every lent t of juftice and virtue, and funk in

every vice, obitinately perfited in the rafh attempt.
ica then, nobly animated with the love of liberty,
ing the fortitade of a lion, ftepped forth, and pro.
cliimed, ** WE WILL BE Frfe.” The world beheld
ingled with applaufe, and heaven

fuiled approbation.

Deternined in her refolutions, America has borne
the ftorms and complicated prefiures ot an eight years
wars purchafed at the piice of her blood and treafure,
and even st the rifque of her exiftence, fhe haat len, th
ontained her liberty, the darling objet of her foul ;

sy has diffui.d itielf through all her borders ; ac
ations of grititude on this occafion, from the lips
of her every fice-born fon have afcended to the throne
3 the giorious deeds of America are recorded in
1t of he

Whien an a is made to men, who have been
born fres—to Americans, who have been alarmed, and
Bobly rouled INto virtuous adivity at the firft dawnings
of flivery—to men whote hearts are warm—whole minds
are expanded with the recent acquifition of 1heir ovwn liberiy

men whole attions and whofe fufferings
h nals of mankind
w conflict of many years, to retain
without_sliminuti n, the fights of humanity and bief.
fings of hberty to their poiterity—W 1
13y, is made o fuch men, by tei
uader the chain® of flavery a d op)
of tneir becoming the fiiends and advoca
flived and oppreficd ?
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sganft the folemn declarations o a biave and virtuous
people.

We have lately beheld, with anxious concern, your
Safant tiugeles in the gloiivus caufe of liberty—We
zended to your folemn deciarat
Kind—1t0 your appeais, for the

n of the sights of man.
Eitude of your princi-
Pies, to the Aimighty, who regaids men of every con-
Zivicn, and adwits tiem (0 a articipation of his bene
fites—We admired your wildomn, juitice, piety, and for-
Titade.

Yo that wifdom, juftice, piety, and fortitude, which
has led you to fre-dom and frue greatnels, we now ap-
Freedom is the ohject of our humbie addre

& fate of flavery, a itate of all others the moft
is known to every Ameri-
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Great Creator, principles of humagttyand ¢
of common fenie, all convincg ushhat &= have an in-
Has not the wifdom of Ame-
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<o ghts ; among thefe are life, Liberty,
and the puriuit of happincis.” We fhall offer no a
snents—nny, it wouid be infulting to the unde: ft
of America at this enfightencd period, 1o fuy
flood in need of arguments to preve our righ
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50" Anniversary of Publication of Roofs.
August 17, 1976
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il - Annapolis, Sept. 2~9’ 1767°.

An tlze 8kip Lorp Incomzn, Capt, DAVIES
~ from the Riwer GAMB1A, in AFRICA, and to
be fold by the Subfiribers, in ANNaPOLLS, for

Ca/:, or good Bills of Exchange, on Wednq/d@ the
71/: of Otober next,
Carco of CHOICE HEALTHY SLAVES
_The faid Ship will take TOBACCO to
Lonnon, on Liberty, at 6/. Sterling per Ton. °

OHN RIDOUT,
it X ANIEL ot Sr. THO", JENIFER,
N.B. Any Perfon that will contra® for a

' Quantity of Lumber, may meet with Encourage-
ment, by applymg toD. T. ]Bmmt
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Runaway Ads

P/ TWFNTY-FIVE DOLLARSREW/, RD.
—l.eft home on Saturday last my SERV AN
i BOY OSCAR, sometimes oalled Bill'p. ri‘le
: .has been living in Annapolis for the 1?,3¢ three
K»eathmnd may try to returﬁt are. but more _prebably
a8 been euticed away. Ho is 13 years oid, likely,
cepper-oolor, #peaks quick and loud; hss on a gray
cloth jacket, biue pants, slouoh_ hat and scarse shoes,
1 wi)l give the above reward if lie is ayought home,

or seoured so that | get hum ﬂﬁ:m- :

el JAMES HIGGINS,

12 No. 88 Sk Paul street. 1

1850

NE DOLLAR
the 19th nit,,a COL
10 years old. Had
jaoket, pants gnd t
e the small poss Al pérso
hdtbor or employ #aid boy at t
Any information regpect:

received and the 3bova Tew.
STISARAT

GA SI., near Pear stroet. |

RUNAWAYS.

| VAS committed to the juil of hLis ceurty
| ‘ on the 7th .ns'. as a runsway, Nepro
|CHHARLES MI!LLINGS, who says he s a fre:
‘mul\, anrl was boin 1n the gtate of Vermont.
‘(_‘harles is 21 or 22 years ofagre, 5 fect 5 il.ch-

es hign and dark compiexioned ; his clothin;
~when committed, was a yellow siriped cotton
coat, a biue naukeen vest, two pair yellow

striped cottun pantaloons, a bl.ck si k hanli-
kerchief, 2 fine ha: half worn, and a pair of fine
' shoes. .

Negro RICHARD BARRET was committed
to the jail of this county, on the 6th of Argust
last, ard broke ja:l ¢n the 15th of the same
month, and tvus aguin tuken up by Mr. Samuecl
M*Calley on the 1lth inst. and recemmitted.
Richard is a stout, well made fellow, 28 ¢r 50
years of age, and dark complexion ; his clothirg
13 an old tow shirt, cloth pantuloons, wocl ha:
and coarse shoes. Richard says he was set
free by Mr Thomas Johnston; of Louisa coun-
ty, Virginia. ‘I'he owner: of the above descri-
bed runaways, sre desired 10 release them, oth.
erwisc they will be scld fur their jail fees, &c.
as the law directs.

DANIEL SCHNEBLY, Sher

Il uslungton county,
~ Oct. 21 —w3w & ]



The Maryland Siare Archives Presenis:

LEGACY OF SLAVERY
IN MARYLAND

An Archives of Maryland Flectronic !’J.-F\'E.-wfro-rr\

o i Archives' Home o
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overview Case Studies Interactive Maps Database Traveling Exhibit Resources Recent Projects Contact Us
SEARCH COLLECTIONS

The Beneath the Underground database features entries of over 400,000 individuals including, white and black, slave owners, enslaved and free individuals from primarily the years
of 1830 through 1280 to review. Listed below are the record series currently searchable online. Click on the record series name to view the tiles available in that record series. Click

on the record title for more detailed information on the record series or the individual titles. To search title names and title level description fields, enter your search term(s) in the text
box below.

Please note, for the Advanced search leaving the gender box blank may result in addifional returns. Female or Male was not always indicated on the document or entered into the
database, and limiting a search by gender may block enfries where no gender was given. Click Clear to start a new search.

Quick Search Advanced Search Browse Collections Browse By County

Certificates Of Freedom

Filter By: a
Record Type: Total Results

& | | Showing only:

O Census 1870 1880 1 |[Baltimore City ~|

@ Certificates Of
Freedom: 5071

Results 151 to 200 of 5,070
0 Chattels: 1

) Colonization Society: View:

Lt ‘ ® List O Detailed

Page Size Current Page —

Age

1840 Eai‘sl:ed - =]

- ; o altimore [l

9.00 dark BA 04.23 9 Richard Henry 3g 3 County. Thos 177 c290
Kell, clerk

Raised in
Baltimore
City. Thos
Kell, clerk.
9.00 light yellow  BA b 5 Josephine martin 41" 3 Winess 167 £om 290
resides at
Sam.
Ellicoti's in
e fc e Sharp St




Certificate of Freedom for 3 children.
Who is the mothere




John Stephen Sellman
1864 Slave Statistics 41 people
Wallace Family of 11
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John S. Sellman
1850 Slave Schedules
43 enslaved
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After Maryland freedom on November 1864
where did the Wallace, Toodles, Stewards,
Larkins, and other families go<

Federal Census 1870, 1880,
1890, 1900

Land Records: Anne Arundel,
Prince George's, Calvert,
Baltimore City

Vital Records (Birth, Death,
Marriage) Did the freed families
intermarry or build communities
togethere

Lot Bell
1816
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genealogical interest except the names of the
prospective bride and groom. The Archives
has copies of marriage records up through

3 = A = U ppo vo takan b
4. ; k% in 2
2004; for cerrificares issued in 2005 and later, nvok. l'or‘ nﬂ m“fnl“u horw n. or §100

please contact the circuit court in the county
in which the marriage ook place.

CHURCH RECORDS

Church records are a good source to supplement
government records when performing family
history research. Few churches prior to 1864
had exclusively black congregarions, although
Sharpe Streer and Bethel churches in Balti-
more were exceptions. African Americans
usually worshipped in the church of their
owners, and, if records were kept of their
baptisms, deaths, or marriages, they would be
found among the records of these churches
along with records of the white parishioners.
Episcopal and Catholic parishes throughout
Maryland, such as St. Paul’s Baden in Prince
George's, St. Peter's in Cambridge, and the
early Catholic cathedral records in Baltimore,
have many entries in their records for African
American members. Methodist records also
list black members of their congregations on
class lists until the 1830s. Generally, informa-
tion on African Americans in the records of
predominantly white churches is scartered and
incomplete, but still worth pursuing, particu-
larly if government record sources have been
exhausted. After the Civil War, the number
of black churches in Maryland increased.

The records of some of these churches have
been preserved on microfilm by the Archives
and are maintained in Special Collecrions.
Researchers should consult the Guide to
Special Collections for the most up-to-date
listing of donared church records at
hrrp:ffspeccol msa maryland. gov/pages/speccol/index.aspx.
Records of Sharpe Street United Methodist
Church and Bethel A.MM.E. Church, as well as
those of St. Francis Xavier Roman Catholic
Church, constiture the Archives' largest hold-
ings of African American church records.
Bethel records began abour 1815, those for
Sharpe Street about ten years later, and the
records of St. Francis Xavier in 1871
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Runaway advertisement for Cinderella Brogdan, Anne
Arundel County [Baltimore Sun, December 23, 1848].

NEWSPAPERS: RUNAWAY SLAVE ADS
Advertisements were routinely placed by owners
and overseers in county and municipal news-
papers which, among other facts, noted the
escape date and location, enslaved individual’s
name and physical description, and reward
amount for the runaway’s caprure and return.
The advertisements also occasionally note
familial connections by providing potential
names and locations of kin with whom the
runaway might seek shelter.

COMMITTAL NOTICES

Committal notices were placed in newspapers
by local law enforcement officials. These ad-
vertisements typically listed individuals who
had been picked up and were being held in
the local jail until claimed. The assumption
of these norices is that the individual might
be a runaway and that an owner would come
to retrieve their property upon reading the
advertisement. Commitral notices often list
the name, physical description, and reported
status of the individual (whether he/she
claimed to be free or owned by someone).

DOMESTIC TRAFFIC/NOTICES

OF SALE

Domestic traffic advertisements are notices

of sale of slaves or, conversely, listings by
those seeking to purchase slaves. These ads
are typically more general, listing numbers of
individuals for sale and artributes such as age,
sex, and type of work recommended. To search
over 12,000 examples of newspaper ads related
to slavery from across the state of Maryland,
please see the Legacy of Slavery in Maryland
website.




https://slavery. msa.maryland.gov/pdf/researching_african_american_families.pdf

RESEARCHING

African American
.

AT THE MARYLAND STATE ARCHIVES




