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Vox Africanorum

May 15, 1783

Pride, insolence, interest, avarice, and maxims of false policy, 

have marked the conduct of Britain—but shall pride, 

insolence, considerations of interest, avarice or maxims of 

false policy, lead America to a conduct inconsistent with her 

principles? Forbid it Justice—forbid it Wisdom—forbid it 

sound Policy—Every principle which has led America to 

freedom and greatness forbid it. Has the laws of Nature 

doomed us to this abject state—shut out as it were, from the 

benign influences of religion, knowledge, arts and science—
excluded from every refinement which renders human nature 

happy! Why then are we held in slavery? Is it by any 

municipal law? If so, YE fathers of your country; friends of 

liberty and of mankind, behold our chains! Lend an ear to the 

voice of oppression—commiserate the afflictions of a helpless 

and abused part of the human species. To you we look for 

justice—deny it not—it is our right.

VOX AFRICANORUM



50th Anniversary of Publication of Roots. 

August 17, 1976



Runaway Ads

1850





Certificate of Freedom for 3 children.

Who is the mother? 



John Stephen Sellman

1864 Slave Statistics 41 people

Wallace Family of 11

7



More Families on Sellman Farm
8



John Stephen 

Sellman

1860 Slave 

Schedule

44 enslaved



John S. Sellman

1850 Slave Schedules 

43 enslaved



After Maryland freedom on November 1864 

where did the Wallace, Toodles, Stewards, 

Larkins, and other families go?

Federal Census 1870, 1880,

1890, 1900

Land Records: Anne Arundel,

Prince George’s, Calvert,
Baltimore City

Vital Records (Birth, Death, 

Marriage) Did the freed families 

intermarry or build communities 

together?

Lot Bell 

1816





https://slavery.msa.maryland.gov/pdf/researching_african_american_families.pdf


