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First thing’s first: 
Education has been a 
matter of  life, death 
and terror matter for 
Black people in 
America
Images from Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
coverage of 1985 cross burnings at Black 
students’ Georgia Tech housing complex 
and at Stone Mountain, GA.
Carr used them in a new documentary, 
Through the Years, to show the racial 
climate in Atlanta during her sorority 
graduate chapter’s founding year. “A city too 
busy to hate” was not a slogan that matched 
many realities of the time. 



Our coverage doesn’t always depict the high stakes tied to Black education, access 
to the schoolhouse door



The current political 
attacks call for us to be 
read-in and well-versed 
on HBCU relationships 
to/history with local, 
state and federal 
governments

• In an October 2025 newsletter, 
Carr writes about how her 
HBCU alma mater and a Native 
American serving institution 
came under the UNC system 
governance just 54 years ago.

• Governance history, structures 
can help guide our questions 
about why budgets and 
leadership look the way they do 
today.



When HBCUs are missing 
from conversation, let’s ask 
ourselves why? Are we 
playing into tropes and 
misconceptions tied to our 
own 
misunderstanding/ignorance
?



To this day, there isn’t sufficient coverage around 
ICE concerns and HBCUs. The coverage that exists is 
rare, primarily in/led by Black news outlets, not 
parallel to PWI coverage despite HBCUs longtime 
existence as international hubs.



Few examples/Less coverage around actual 
policy



Student journalists often 
craft, lead with stronger 

story  framing.  This was the 
case with Elijah Qualls’s 

reporting on 
ICE/immigration 

enforcement concerns in 
March 2025 (among the 

first, if not THE first to 
illustrate HBCUs as 

international hubs/depict 
Black immigrant 

concerns).You should 
consider following and 

sourcing from HBCU 
student-led media more 

often.



Recommended Reading on HBCUs and Black studies 
education-Covers finances, creation of curricula under attack 

today, and activism that leads to current policies/criminalization  
of student protest movements


