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June 2023: Supreme Court rules in Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v. 
President and Fellows of Harvard College & UNC (SFFA) that admissions 
offices can no longer consider the racial or ethnic identity of an applicant 
in admissions decisions.

Edward Blum, head 
of SFFA



The Predictions Were Pretty Dire.

● A veteran college admissions leader: SFFA would lead to “a 
decline in students of color attending college before we see an 
increase again.” 

● A coalition of highly selective colleges and universities: “The 
percentage of Black students matriculating would drop from 
roughly 7.1 percent of the student body to 2.1 percent.” 

● Justice Sonia Sotomayor: “The devastating impact of this 
decision cannot be overstated.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/15/us/affirmative-action-admissions-scotus.html?searchResultPosition=25
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/20/20-1199/232512/20220801174102841_20-1199%20and%2021-707_Brief%20of%20Amici%20Curiae%20Amherst%20et%20al%20Colleges%20and%20Bucknell%20et%20al%20Universities.pdf#page=22
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2023/06/29/us/affirmative-action-supreme-court?searchResultPosition=14#the-decision-is-likely-to-reshape-college-admissions-at-elite-schools-heres-what-to-know


Early Indicators from Preliminary Data 
Were More Complicated.



The Release of IPEDS Survey Data for AY 2024-25 in 
January 2026 Made it Possible to Take a Broader Look at 
the Impact of SFFA on the Entire Higher Ed Ecosystem



The Release of IPEDS Survey Data for AY 2024-25 in 
January 2026 Made it Possible to Take a Broader Look at 
the Impact of SFFA on the Entire Higher Ed Ecosystem

CITING IPEDS IS A PAIN



Using IPEDS data, we built a post-SFFA enrollment dashboard, where 
you can look at enrollment outcomes by race and gender in hundred of 
different groupings.

~3,000 IHES
~3M first-time 
students

https://www.joinclassaction.us/post/the-post-sffa-enrollment-dashboard


Using IPEDS data, we built a post-SFFA enrollment dashboard, where 
you can look at enrollment outcomes by race and gender at more 

than 3,000 institutions and in hundred of different groupings.

https://www.joinclassaction.us/post/the-post-sffa-enrollment-dashboard
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What We Found



The number (& share) of underrepresented students of color significantly 
declined at highly selective institutions and even more sharply at Ivy Plus 
schools. The largest declines were among Black students.



These declines were concentrated in the very most selective institutions.



Even among the fifty most selective institutions, there was variation, and 
enrollment patterns were not clear for White and Asian American 
students.



The number and share of underrepresented students of color increased 
almost everywhere else, most notably at state flagship universities



What should we make of 
these enrollment outcomes?

● Not too much:  it’s 1 year of 
data

● Enrollment outcomes take 
place in a complex 
ecosystem

● What happens at 1 institution 
shapes and is shaped by 
what happens at many others

● No data points can tell you 
why something happened at 
1 institution or in 1 
state/region.
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What 
We’re 
Counting
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Subgroups
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Did 4-year enrollment numbers for African American 
students increase or decrease in your state in 2024 
vs 2022/23?

Did the 4-year enrollment share of Asian American 
students increase or decrease in your state in 2024 
vs 2022/23?

LET’S TRY IT OUT

https://www.joinclassaction.us/post/the-post-sffa-enrollment-dashboard
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Did 4-year enrollment numbers in a relevant football 
conference increase or decrease for White students 
in 2024 vs 2022/23?

Did 4-year enrollment numbers in a relevant football 
conference increase or decrease for Hispanic 
students in 2024 vs 2022/23?

LET’S TRY IT OUT

https://www.joinclassaction.us/post/the-post-sffa-enrollment-dashboard
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Some questions to ask / Stories to pursue:
● Does the overall pattern in your state change if the 

selectivity (acceptance rate) or type of institution changes?
● Did your state make other significant changes in their 

admissions/financial aid packages? (talk to admissions 
office, new state laws)

● Did your state already ban race-conscious admissions? Did 
that play a role in how outcomes changed?

● Has campus climate been affected on any campuses? (talk 
to students and staff)

● What’s happening in neighboring/competing states?
● What do you know about state/applicant/admit 

demographics?

https://www.joinclassaction.us/post/the-post-sffa-enrollment-dashboard
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Type here to prompt 
checkboxes
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Find an institution in your state and identify whether 
the number of African American students it enrolled 
in 2024 went up or down vs 2022/23?

Find a second institution in your state and identify 
whether the share of unknowns it enrolled in 2024 
went up or down vs 2022/23?

LET’S TRY IT OUT
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You Can Also Look at Enrollment Data by Gender
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Look at a small college, HBCU, Tribal College, 
or a STEM school in your state or region to see 
if there are any large disparities in enrollment 
by gender.
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Some questions to ask / Stories to pursue at institutions:
● How do its outcomes compare to the state overall?
● Did the institutions make other significant changes in 

their admissions/financial aid packages? (talk to 
admissions office)

● Did the institutions already ban race-conscious 
admissions? Did that play a role?

● Does the institution provide a legacy preference or 
recruit athletes?

● Has campus climate been affected on campus? How did 
students choose to enroll? (talk to students and staff)

● What’s happening in neighboring/competing 
institutions?
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What Happens Next?

https://www.joinclassaction.us/post/the-post-sffa-enrollment-dashboard


● Between October and December 2026, IPEDS data for fall 2025 will be 
released. We’ll update the dashboard.
○ It will include for the first time trustworthy demographic data on 

all applicants and admitted students. VERY IMPT!

● At some point, the Dept of Education will release ACTS data.
○ Be very careful with that data!
○ It will likely be used to go after institutions.
○ Any legal claims based on it are very likely to be contested in 

court.

● The Trump Administration is threatening to strip non-profit status 
from institutions it deems are in violation of civil rights law.



QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? 


